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three weeks from Stirling, arrived at Worcester and captured,

He decided to hold the City qS his base and

On August 22nd. 1650 Charles the Second, after a march ef over

Of these the most impor'tant hist~rlcally is that named "'llheF.rt

City over the hill.

when we rfmcr-:bErthE" mU;rl' ne of tb, name of WO!\.CI-,STLh- the

Forces but, .f them all, the -Fort Royal has the most significance.

From this hill in 1642 the Earl .f Essex opened the first attack

on the City. In 1643 WaIler again attacked the City from the

ridge of which this Fort ~orms a projecting part. In 1646 in

Rainsboroughts siege, tbe ba·tteries fired on the Castle and

then held by Waleran, ~ of Mellent.

In the Civil Wars of the Stuarts most of the hills around the

after a brief struggle, the City from the Parliamentarians under

Col. James.

City, Rai~bow, Henwick, Red and Green Hills, Perry Wood, and

Barnshall were .ccupied either by the Royal or Par'liamentary

fortifiE.'dcamp 1n tLe FON:St of I'vyr(',- W(' CrAnwell expect t.

Royal". No record exists 8S to the date .f its ori6inal use

as a foy,tlfication though possibly it was one of thE: tw4 "firts"

feverish efferts were made to repair the damaged fortifications.

raised>J King Stephen in 1150 t~ command the Castle which was

)find trac~s of trenches and earthworks in its vicinity.
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We read in Sir Nichol <lS L(,ct;m(re f s Dia Y'y ttwt the Cl ty "in 8

"
fell;days was fort 1ried beyonc, im:' ~~i:1[: tion. Tt.( }~in~ i:,1-l vc

instructions foI' th(·pcrfpct, n6 of' <j star shaped fort or;the

hill to the South Enst ef the Sldbury Gnte. Great lnbour was

bestowed upon it by the Royal En£;inf:rrsnnd the Kin::: permitted

it to be named the "FORT ROY~L". It is not definitely known t

whot extent the fort consisted of anything other than an earth-

work with ramparts and bastions, b~t, when the excvvations wer~

maoe for the i'oundatjons of the house on the site of the "",rt

portions of G subterranean passage and dugout were discovered.

ThE possessiun .f this fort waB essential as, by it, the whele

of the City could be dominated even with the p•• r ~rtillery of

the times. Indeed after its fall when Cromwell turn8d its cuns

on the City R round shot was fired from it int. the Mayor's

house bt St. lfa~tin's Gate on the Northern EoundG.ry.

On August 29th Cromwell appeared before Worcester. He himself

was quartered at Judbe Berkeley's house at Spetchley but his

troops occupied ked Bill n€8rly within musket shot of tr.c.~ort.

An enemy battery was rostp~ in Ferry Wood.

Fort ROy81 t!ms stood betw8en Cromwell and the City he coveted.

Fire ;I?-S soon opened on the City and it is stated "did ~()on

execntion". The Fort replied "ns if" the r-eport st8.tes "t:-.c:

fEay'r;dnever to want powder or-bullets".
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On September th~, third the Lint ,mo 1"lS Cour,cil, viewing the

POS} tion ef the forces fr'o!:tll( Csth l r:::~1 roof, dpcided t. attack

the enemy on Eed Hill an0 Ferry Wood since he had been weakened

by the l~ss of detDchments which CY':)mwellhad sent to force

passages of the lliver at Upton and Powick Bnd to the West of

the City-.

UndFr cover of the guns at Fort Royal the King's Forces, making

a sortie from the Sidbury Gate, impetuously drove back the ememy

on Red Hill and actually captured the battery in Perry Wood.
a..

They were advancing to a second assult when Cromwell arrivingf\

with fresh troops, held up the attack and in turn drove back

his flssailants. Terrible havoc was wrought in the King's ranks •

The strugsle lasted for hours. The Royal troops fought doggedly,

falling back step by step, using the butt ends of their muskets

when their ammunition failed. They were forced in great disorder

back through the Sidbury Gate. The Fort outside the walls

meanwhile held out. Cromwell personally summoned it to surrender.

A repcrt states that "his Clemency was seen in venturing his

Person thra,ugh the showers of Shot and offEring the Scots

Quarter it they would presently yield but they, being infatuated,

rE;fused the Proffer".

After preparation, an attack was then made and repulsed with

loss. Cromwell himself led the second assult. After severe

fi~hting Lhe Fort was captured at ni~htfall and its garrison

butchered ruthlessly. The ~uns of the Fort were then turned

on the City, D.ddin€:to th:· terror &nd confusion.
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The L"tst buhHtrk of th, F\ithf~ll City of tl'1c Fin! h~'i, f'''Lic:n.

rr'he victors 1!! tb,"dnrl:n8SS nOUN'C VH'01ll:-rJ the st,>(r·ts nnc the

ct ty was gi VLn up to nill tlc",!:•

Th~~ Kin£
~

lscGped by St. Ma~tln'e Gote to Roseabel in Sbrapshir6.

Crom~pll in his report to the Speaker of the Parliament s~ld

"The, enemy •••.....••• mL-de a vf3ry cons iderable fi[ht with \J.S

fol' thrN:: bours spt:tce but in thp end wo beat him totally and

pursued him to his RO~~L FO.R'l'viLi ch wP took and indc cd h:'.V0

bc~tcn his wh)le army. When we took his Fort we tUY'n.,d bis

own guns upon him. The 8npmy hath had great loss ~nd c'rtnin1y
#

is scattered and run several ways.

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



f
j

,
I:'·

/j-
0'('0

\ .j

... <;:. /~', ."
-7:--'---

.-_1 $'/ f .~::..
;- .~

o~

/

\

,.
~<: "

\~ -~ -*~ '{ \

;:,·;;.~!":~>""·"·>·'·'·~1i~~t~,./~~:~::t~:f.-,····\\;~\
.-<;' .. r'.''7,rll'"-:'';' ••.• -..-:.,,~ - \. ." _-':::1 . ~
, .'~ ',< ,,' ."__ ••. ,.." <;::-~.. / ~ -" ~.:'Ol~ .•••• \.

.,' ," .--, .•••. ~ ~ ./ -" J'" ~C~-....... "H:_U .•••..• , .••. """.••.•••.,,_ \ ',r .~'!1--y \.. " ~t..~ ;~~~...D....... ;/ =;J .~ "

,,\,;I<.2.~ •.•••..4~~"._Jit'6_.r .=-'1 ' •• 0 ..\ .•~ L

V: "\,. ..~ J' -=-a:"'- .••. ."'01 \~~~~~, ;;.- '';';~/ --3':?~~ \. ...~~\
"\. '" ~ N ...;.'''?Ao- .-:...,.' ';:;,. '\ !!\"'•••.•••• ..,./ .--,-\.'" '-.;;:--.. ~ .!.". \'- .J";- ~~ _." ~.-t. -.. ~ "; ~,

'.. ..•••b '\. ;'~- __.••••• ~,..,-...,.;, ~~ ~ \. - \
"••..jL'~.;~ .••.".- . V"_ \\". .::] l~ ~ \1'\ i "-" ~./' ._,'l '::--. V . ./1 •

\ ..."r ~'\\.: ~~,:- -.. ••• ,. \

f, (/ ~.~:~);~ 1~~~ .\\
~ '~" ~~P.~~?:_·~:~·.~-" ~~-~::,~C"1 \~\

,./. \ ~;~~~r:~~~i;t~.,~~~~~:? \~~:\
~. ~", •••• ~ L •• ~ .,'1'.-"" ~: ";I ••" ,.,. .,.,. \ ') ,

••~,. \ ~ 'i/'" \ ~'« ~...:'=; ........•..••...J '1 J) "; ~ \

../":"'", . _-'~ \ ":1,< ;.•.~\;?'. 1,_ •• ~;~. ;.', ',\\ "r'l~/#' ~ t/"n.11. -:., ':1j t~\'~rI>.t~'~.:";~:'/ ~ 'I) ,~.*'.."\

{~.:'"~ \~~\..c'. ,t.'!';~ '~';'~b, } \
\ \ -.- -1. "'m' , 1, If', '. .~ ,~,,,. <''(,1.." , .• "'~9. :;

\ , _.'. .~. -~..-=' .~ ....> I t._ •••

,;y?, ~ (.i"'f!" • ';,- .~ ".,' (O.,,~_
, ' , f '~', ' "/ "
, __ '- .:t- _'., .' c",.' :. -'} .
• .:: •• -4t~~~.!.li.. .' .~ :j-." l J';:Y:.i::f.,? / td j-. _ ~~ ; r.••• r:.g::l ~ ,.,,,,,--r " {

\ • ~ ./".'" {1': ~•.•_.\ V -Altr , , '" "I

\"1li.~ • •••. ~ " ,~"'".•. rv" ...- 4~"'" -~ ~'W': '•.
~ i!'a \ :'h.' ~ .~ f; ~ ,-'
(I ..:t ••.• ,·.\\l~~;""''''' .~ ..""" ,'" ~'.•.\. ....,. l.~~s\' ",.Jl ..,. ,-I "/

'.~ 7.·~ .•.-.~ \ "'1I~i.~\s J.J.A .•..•...-. _" J:·f 11•• ~~J /;

.y.. ',- - 1'., •• :-. :. .~.'. ib. f ~

-0- '(,000 ,,~r:\ .\. .~:. :"'P .J 4;.~·1 '"~ '--"'. ',' .~\\~....n\\'~,\; ~\tr\.u ./,. ~,tll,-.~ t~.~. ..\,~;~?\\•...,. Y/'-! / ":.1' "'~ ~,

.\~,i;i{#~i;~~",.",~... ...;.:}/'

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



11 grounc plan Gf the Ci t:i :.:lS it [toed on ~t pt,t:::rr'J, T' ::r·cJ 1650 is in

existence and sho~;s th[.t the fort ':;:'8 cC'r:structed3~ t1 star .fiith

four Doints with a bastion or bulwark at eRct corner. Fr~m the

fort two trEncr.es with parapets ran, ~ne to the North riBll 'f the

City near to St Peters Church anc. one Bcr4ss the London Road ~nd

thencE t. the River on the West. A c~vered way ran back to the

CO~IT.andery. The ac~ual position ef the Fort betw~Bn the four

Eastions is now marked by the hOUSE bef.re mentioned which is

itself named "TE.:.FOf.'lI':OYi\L". The Sou+,h Wes t EBS tioD is InRrked

by six laree elm trees planted srortly after the Pattle ef ~or, 3S

ter. Only one of thFse is now pfrfect the tous of the others

having been broken ~y the wind. A mound, with a lime tree olanted

on it, shows the corner er the Fort gallantly held to the last by

Sit Alexander Forbes f~r the King.

In a cescription of :Iorc ster written in 1724 by Daniel Defoe (of

Robinscm Crus.e fame) enti tled "[.Tour throuE,h the Whole Island of

Great Eritainl1 he 8&YS, after aludin&: to the Commandery, "Bi ab.ve

in thE Park is to be seen a great work of four Past ions called the

ROYIL EOll:-:T whence a va1l1um and dltch run both ways to cncompaS8

this side of the City".

Ir Jor.n r":oake,Sheriff ~f Worces tcr, writine ir 1879, sa1d thrt

little then remained except the four bastions and small portions

of the trfnches. Less :remnins today. The trench below the I'r"r't

is lald out as a rose tarden. At the time of the fattle the

cround on '1,hic!'!the "Fort,stood vws "Jart of the C01T¥8ner~yCo

",ro"nes but nOi'J \':~TldsLane runs tetwern tr~E t'Nl'l.
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The pos ition of thE:Fort 1teelf is .ccupied b~;, Ald0.rman Stewards

house and gar'den and t}:v",'''smclinde1'of the S1 te forms part ~f

the public park named the Port lio;/8.1 Pl'lrk.

While the material evidences of thG Fort Royal disappear year

by year the glorrilousmemory of those men who endured ti tl:e

end for their 1!@Q;ful King, can never fade.

In some measure this Consecrated Lodge, hearing the name .f the

site ef their martyrdom, Is to them a memorial and they, t. us,

an example.

It Is fitting that this Fort Royal Ledge should be composed

of brethren, with a Qeneral Offi[ter as their f'rst Master, who

have served in the Forces of the King; a successor of His

MajestY,Klng Charles the Second.
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